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UOE STEEL PIPE AND STRUCTURE

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to a UOE steel pipe applied with a
tube expansion with dies in the manufacturing process, and to
a structure formed by performing butt circumferential weld-
ing to the UOE steel pipes.

BACKGROUND

Due to recent increased energy demand, new gas and oil
fields have been actively developed, and pipelines for trans-
porting gas and oil have been increasingly installed in seismic
zones and discontinuous permafrost zones. In seismic zones
and discontinuous permafrost zones, however, the ground
sometimes goes through large deformation due to liquefac-
tion, fault displacement, and frost heaving and melting, or the
like, thereby causing the pipelines buried in the ground to
deform as well.

A plastically deformed pipeline buried in extremely
deformed ground is also affected later on by large displace-
ments. When an excessive displacement acts on the pipeline,
a steel pipe making up the pipeline becomes bent, the com-
pressive side of the pipeline buckles, and the buckled portion
or the tensile side of the pipeline that is on the opposite side of
the buckled portion fractures. To prevent damage to the steel
pipe at the buckled portion and prevent gas or oil leakage from
the buckled portion, high deformation performance is sought
in steel pipes.

In the field of pipeline manufacture, main factors consid-
ered important in improving deformation performance of a
steel pipe are steel material characteristics, particularly, the
yield ratio of the steel material. Japanese Patent No. 4528356,
Japanese Patent No. 4575995 and Japanese Patent No.
4575996 disclose techniques of manufacturing a steel pipe
with improved deformation performance by reducing the
axial yield ratio of a steel material of an electric resistance
welded pipe with a composition and a dual-phase structure
including a soft phase and a hard phase. In the technique of
manufacturing a steel pipe with improved deformation per-
formance disclosed in Japanese Patent No. 4442541, theyield
ratio of a steel material of an electric resistance welded pipe is
lowered by applying a strain in the plate-thickness direction
and the length direction to the steel material during the pro-
cess of incoming correction and rotation correction.

In the field of pipeline manufacture, it is also known to
prevent buckling of the pipeline by identifying a region to
which buckling countermeasures are to be provided, and
increasing the stiffness near the region. In the technique dis-
closed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2006-
292088, because buckling near the welded portion leads to a
tensile fracture, buckling near a welded portion is prevented
by improving the local stiffhess, by performing weld rein-
forcement to the ends of the steel pipe.

Inrelation to the shape of a UOE steel pipe, Japanese Patent
Application Laid-open No. 2010-167440 discloses a tech-
nique that corrects the circularity of pipe ends using semi-
circular upper and lower dies to prevent reduction in weld-
ability due to mismatching of the shapes between the pipe
ends to be welded in a centered arrangement with respect to
each other. In the technique disclosed in Japanese Patent No.
3785998, a portion of a steel pipe not corrected with dies
alone are pressed with rollers while rotating the steel pipe so
that the circumferential irregularity in the circularity of the
pipe ends resulted from the die shape are corrected and
brought nearer to a true circle. The techniques disclosed in
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Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2010-167440 and
Japanese Patent No. 3785998 both ensure circularity of pipe
ends by correcting the circumferential shape of the pipe ends.

A steel pipe structure such as a pipeline, a steel pipe pile, or
a steel pipe sheet pile is a long structure formed by welding
together a plurality of steel pipes in the longitudinal direction,
each pipe of which has a length of approximately 12 meters to
24 meters. When an extensive deformation such as that of
ground acts on such a steel pipe structure, the welded portion
as well as the base material portion are both bent and
deformed. It is generally known that the welded portion and
the base material portion are different in stiffness because of
the difference in the plate thickness resulting from weld rein-
forcement or the like or overmatching of a welding material,
and that a pipe buckles mainly near the welded portion, in the
bending-buckling tests of steel pipes. This tendency suggests
that the welded portion has a lower deformation performance
than the base material portion, and there is a limitation in
increasing the yield ratio of the base material portion. Hence,
the techniques disclosed in Japanese Patent No. 4528356,
Japanese Patent No. 4575995, Japanese Patent No. 4575996
and Japanese Patent No. 4442541 alone cannot achieve a
certain improvement of the deformation performance of the
welded portion, when under consideration is a pipeline, and
not a single steel pipe.

The technique disclosed in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-open No. 2006-292088 aims to prevent a tensile force
from overcoming defects in the circumferential welded por-
tion. To achieve this goal, that technique reinforces the stiff-
ness of a certain section near the circumferential welded
portion by providing weld reinforcement to the section with a
welding machine so that the buckling is prevented only near
the circumferential welded portion. Generally, when a steel
pipe buckles, the tensile strain overcomes the resistance on
the rear side of the buckled portion, and causes the portion to
fracture. With the technique disclosed in Japanese Patent
Application Laid-open No. 2006-292088, therefore, concen-
tration of tensile strain on a circumferential welded portion
can be prevented. While the disclosure in Japanese Patent
Application Laid-open No. 2006-292088 enables buckling
prevention through stiffness improvement, buckling still
occurs in portions not provided with weld reinforcement, near
where the weld reinforcement ends. Furthermore, a steel pipe
structure is expected to buckle with a smaller deformation
than that in a structure only with a base material portion, due
to the difference in the stiffness between the base material
portion and the circumferential welded portion. While the
technique disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-
open No. 2006-292088 can achieve the goal of preventing the
fracture of a circumferential welded portion, deformation
performance of the entire steel pipe structure still remains
low.

Furthermore, the techniques disclosed in Japanese Patent
Application Laid-open No. 2010-167440 and Japanese
Patent No. 3785998 are also intended to improve the ease of
welding at a circumferential joint. With the techniques dis-
closed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2010-
167440 and Japanese Patent No. 3785998, while the shape of
the steel pipe is mainly corrected in the circumferential direc-
tion so that the circularity is improved, these techniques do
not directly contribute to the improvement in the axial shape
of a pipe. To prevent buckling of a steel pipe, correcting an
axial shape is important, as will be described later. The tech-
niques disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-open
No. 2010-167440 and Japanese Patent No. 3785998, there-
fore, are considered incapable of preventing buckling of a
structure.
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It could therefore be helpful to provide a UOE steel pipe
with which a structure with improved buckling performance
can be formed, and to provide a structure with improved
buckling performance.

SUMMARY

Our UOE steel pipes are used to form a structure by per-
forming butt circumferential welding and have an outside
diameter shape in a waveform in a longitudinal direction. The
UOE steel pipe is characterized by being shaped to have no
local minimum of the outside diameter shape in the waveform
within a predetermined length from both longitudinal end
portions.

In the above-described UOE steel, the UOE steel pipe is
formed with control to have no local minimum of the outside
diameter shape in the waveform of 2.26A to 3.86A (where A is
an initial buckling half-wavelength of the UOE steel pipe)
from both longitudinal end portions.

In the above-described UOE steel pipe, control is per-
formed by adjusting a longitudinal distance by which
expander dies are carried when expanding the UOE steel
pipe.

In the above-described UOE steel pipe, control is per-
formed by cutting off the longitudinal end portions.

In the above-described UOE steel pipe, a flat portion where
a variation amount in a pipe diameter is equal to or less than
0.02 percent of an outer diameter of the UOE steel pipe is
provided at least to a range of 2 from both longitudinal end
portions in the longitudinal direction (where A is an initial
buckling half-wavelength of the UOE steel pipe).

A structure is formed by performing butt circumferential
welding to the longitudinal end portions of the UOE steel pipe
according to the present invention.

Thus, a UOE steel pipe with which a structure with
improved buckling performance can be formed, and a struc-
ture with improved buckling performance can be provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1is aschematic illustrating the shape of a longitudinal
end portion of a UOE steel pipe according to a first example.

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustrating the shape of a longitudinal
end portion of a general UOE steel pipe.

FIG. 3 is a graph indicating the results of analytical experi-
ments.

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustrating the shape of a longitudinal
end portion of a UOE steel pipe according to a second
example.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustrating the shape of a longitudinal
end portion of a general UOE steel pipe.

FIG. 6A is a graph indicating an exemplary distribution of
longitudinal shapes in a UOE steel pipe.

FIG. 6B is a schematic illustrating a relation between the
position of a circumferential welded portion and an axial
position in a UOE steel pipe.

FIG. 7A is a photograph indicating the result of a steel pipe
bending experiment.

FIG. 7B is a schematic illustrating the initial condition of a
steel pipe.

FIG. 7C is a schematic illustrating a condition of the steel
pipe to which a bending moment is applied.

FIG. 8A is a schematic illustrating an exemplary strain
distribution at the time of buckling.

FIG. 8B is a schematic for explaining a tensile strain and a
compressive strain.

25

30

35

40

55

60

o

5

4

FIG. 9 is a graph indicating the results of analytical experi-
ments.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1, 2 UOE steel pipe

24 flat portion

10, 11 general UOE steel pipe
10a end portion

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Selected UOE steel pipes will now be explained.
First Structure

To begin with, a UOE steel pipe according to a first struc-
ture will now be explained.

A steel pipe with even stiffness across the entire longitu-
dinal direction is known to buckle more easily near the lon-
gitudinal end portions. Generally practiced in the steel pipes
used in a structure such as a pipeline, a steel pipe pile, or a
steel pipe sheet pile is circumferential welding the longitudi-
nal end portions of the steel pipes, and the strength of the
circumferential welded portion is increased to a level higher
than that of the base material of the steel pipe. In other words,
the stiffness of the circumferential welded portion is
increased to alevel higher than that of the other portion. When
a steel pipe has a stiffer portion, the portions near the stiffer
portion buckles less easily. A steel pipe with a circumferential
welded portion therefore buckles at a position that is some-
what further away from the circumferential welded portion.

However, no theoretical elucidation has been made regard-
ing a position where a steel pipe having a circumferential
welded portion in the middle of the longitudinal direction,
e.g., a pipeline, buckles. To identify the point at which the
steel pipe buckles near the circumferential welded portion,
we conducted steel pipe bending experiments using an actual
steel pipe, and further conducted an analysis in the same
conditions with those of the experiment using the finite ele-
ment method, using an exemplary steel pipe having an outer
diameter of $48 inches (1219 millimeters), a plate thickness
of 22.0 millimeters, and a length of 8000 millimeters, and
provided with a circumferential welded portion at the longi-
tudinal center, the circumferential welded portion achieved
by multi-pass weld with eleven passes (approximately 1.1 to
2.0 kJ/mm) using the weld material MG-S70.

As a result, we found out that there is a tendency that the
pipebuckles at positions approximately from 450 millimeters
to 770 millimeters from the circumferential welded portion in
the longitudinal direction. It can therefore be inferred that, if
there is any outside diameter shape likely to induce buckling
within 450 millimeters to 770 millimeters from the circum-
ferential welded portion in the longitudinal direction, buck-
ling will be induced at that region, and the deformation per-
formance of the entire steel pipe will be reduced thereby.

The process of manufacturing a UOE steel pipe includes a
process of improving the shaping precision of a steel pipe by
inserting dies into the pipe and repeating expansion at a
predetermined interval. The resultant UOE steel pipe has an
outer shape with continuous larger-diameter portions and
smaller-diameter portions, that is, has an outer shape waving
in the longitudinal cross section. In the UOE steel pipe, buck-
ling is likely to occur at a region corresponding to a local
minimum in the waveform.

Considering such an outer shape characteristic of a UOE
steel pipe and the position at which a steel pipe with a cir-
cumferential welded portion is likely to buckle, when a UOE
steel pipe has an outer diameter of ¢$48 inches and a plate
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thickness of 22.0 millimeters, is welded in the longitudinal
direction, and has a waveform with a local minimum within a
range of 450 millimeters to 770 millimeters from the circum-
ferential welded portion, the subtle variation in the outside
diameter shape causes the pipe to buckle, thereby reducing
the deformation performance of the entire steel pipe.

We compared deformation performance of a steel pipe
having a circumferential welded joint and of which the wave-
form has a local minimum at 600 millimeters from the cir-
cumferential welded portion in the longitudinal direction,
with the buckling performance of another steel pipe of which
the waveform does not have a local minimum within 450
millimeters to 770 millimeters from the circumferential
welded portion in the longitudinal direction. While the former
demonstrated a 2De moving average strain (an index of bend
curvature representing the amount of compressive strain at
which buckling occurs when the gauge point is set to twice an
outer diameter De) of 1.35 percent, the 2De moving average
strain of the latter was 1.55 percent.

Based on these findings, for a steel pipe with an outer
diameter of $48 inches and a plate thickness of 22.0 millime-
ters, the buckling resistance can be improved by approxi-
mately 15 percent by controlling the shape of the longitudinal
end portions of the UOE steel pipe so that no local minimum
of the waveform is at positions from 450 millimeters to 770
millimeters from the circumferential welded portion in the
longitudinal direction, compared to that with a waveform
having a local minimum within the range.

Used in the explanation above is an exemplary steel pipe
with an outer diameter of $48 inches and a plate thickness of
22.0 millimeters, but the range explained above can change
depending on the diameter and the plate thickness of the steel
pipe. We therefore conducted analytical experiments with
steel pipes with different diameters and plate thicknesses, and
investigated a range where the steel pipe buckles. We then
found that there is a correlation between a range in which
buckling occurs and an initial buckling half-wavelength of the
steel pipe.

An initial buckling half-wavelength A of a steel pipe can be
calculated as 1.72v(De/2*t) (where De is an outer diameter of
the pipe end, and t is a plate thickness of the steel pipe). Using
the initial buckling half-wavelength A of a steel pipe, the
range in which buckling occurs can be expressed as 2.26A to
3.86A from the circumferential welded portion in the longi-
tudinal direction. Buckling resistance is lower within the
range from 2.26A to 3.86A, compared with the buckling resis-
tance equivalent to the steel pipe base material, and the lowest
performance is marked within a range from 2.76A to 3.13A.

Based on the results of the experiments, to improve buck-
ling resistance of a pipeline that is UOE steel pipes welded
together in the axial direction, the shape of the longitudinal
end portions may be controlled to have no local minimum in
the waveform within a range from 2.26A to 3.86A from the
circumferential welded portion. In this manner, the pipe
becomes less likely to buckle at the area where the buckling
resistance is low because of the circumferential welding so
that the pipe is prevented from buckling at a region where
buckling is most likely to occur. Buckling is then induced at a
steel pipe base material portion that is not affected by the
circumferential welded portion so that deformation perfor-
mance of the entire pipeline is defined by the deformation
performance expected in the steel pipe base material.

A specific structure of a UOE steel pipe according to the
first structure will now be explained.

The manufacturing process of a UOE steel pipe includes a
process of improving the shaping precision of a steel pipe by
inserting dies into the pipe and repeating the expansion at a
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6

predetermined interval. On the resultant longitudinal cross
section of a general UOE steel pipe 10, the surface of the pipe
has a waveform, as illustrated in FIG. 2. In FIG. 2, a black
circle is provided at a region in which the waveform has a
local minimum. When the waveform has a local minimum
within a range Lw of 2.26A to 3.86A from the longitudinal end
portions, as in the UOE steel pipe 10 illustrated in FIG. 2,
buckling resistance becomes reduced.

In UOE steel pipe 1, therefore, an end portion 10a (a range
within 500 millimeters from the end surface) of the UOE steel
pipe 10 illustrated in FIG. 2 is cut off so that no local mini-
mum in the waveform does not appear within the range Lw
from 2.26A to 3.86A from a longitudinal end portion, as
illustrated in FIG. 1, where A denotes to an initial buckling
half-wavelength of the UOE steel pipe 1, and A=1.72V(De/
2*t) (where De is the outer diameter of the pipe end, and tis
the plate thickness of the UOE steel pipe).

Using a function F(x) to represent the waveform appearing
in the longitudinal cross section of the UOE steel pipe 1 and
the UOE steel pipe 10 illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, respec-
tively, the absence of the local minimum in the waveform
within the range from 2.26A to 3.86A from a longitudinal end
portion can be expressed as Equation (1) below not being
satisfied.

De<F(2.26M)&De<F(3.86 \)&F(Lx)=0 o)

Where Lx is a longitudinal distance from an end of the pipe,
and is 2.26A<L.x<3.86A, and

De is the outer diameter of the pipe end.

The UOE steel pipe 1 is formed to have no local minimum
in the waveform appearing in the longitudinal cross section
within the range from 2.26A to 3.86A from the longitudinal
end portions. Any form inducing buckling does not appear in
a location where buckling resistance is likely to be low near
the circumferential welded portion, that is, within 2.26A to
3.86A from the longitudinal end portions so that the buckling
resistance of the entire structure made from the steel pipes
welded together can be improved.

As a way of controlling the shape of the longitudinal end
portions, the pipe end portion 10a of the UOE steel pipe 10
having manufactured is cut off. Alternatively, the distance by
which the expander dies are carried may be adjusted in the
manufacturing process of the UOE steel pipe to control the
shape of the longitudinal end portions to have no local mini-
mum in the waveform of 2.26A to 3.86A from the longitudinal
end portions.

The results of steel pipe bending experiments and analyti-
cal experiments conducted to confirm the effect of the struc-
ture will now be explained.

Examples
Steel Pipe Bending Experiments

First Experiment

Used in this experiment was a UOE steel pipe with an outer
diameter of 48 inches and a plate thickness of 22 millimeters.
Prior to the experiment, the shape of the outer surface of the
steel pipe was measured. The result indicated that the outer
surface of the steel pipe had a waving form. This waving form
was the result of expansion with dies during the manufactur-
ing process of the UOE steel pipe, and the cycle at which the
form changes was near the cycle at which the expansion is
carried out, and the amplitudes of the waveform were almost
the same, indicating that such a waveform resulted from a
constant mechanical diameter expansion. In the tested steel
pipe, a local minimum in the waveform was found at a posi-
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tion approximately 550 millimeters from the circumferential
welded portion of the steel pipe. The position at 550 millime-
ters in the test pipe corresponds to 2.8}, and falls within 2.26A
to 3.86A.

As a result of the bending test, the steel pipe buckled at a
position of 500 millimeters near the circumferential welded
portion, and became further bent at this portion. The peak of
the bending moment occurred because the steel pipe buckled
and the resistance of the pipe started to fall. When this result
was compared to a result of a bending test conducted on a steel
pipe made of a same material but without a circumferential
welded portion, the former indicated a deformation perfor-
mance lower by approximately 15 percent. We therefore con-
firmed that buckling near the circumferential welded portion
was a factor that reduced deformation performance of the
entire steel pipe.

Second Experiment

The same experiment was conducted using a UOE steel
pipe with a local minimum in the waveform is at 300 milli-
meters (1.51) from the circumferential welded portion as a
test piece. As a result, the steel pipe indicated a buckling
resistance at approximately the same level as that of a UOE
steel pipe without a circumferential welded portion.

Based on the results of the first and the second experiments,
we confirmed that the buckling resistance was lower when the
waveform had a local minimum of 2.26A to 3.86A, and the
buckling resistance was not affected when the waveform had
a local minimum at positions outside of 2.26A to 3.86A.

Analytical Experiment

The results of the steel pipe bending experiments con-
ducted with the actual pipes demonstrated that a local mini-
mum in the waveform near the circumferential welded por-
tion affects buckling of a steel pipe. We then conducted
analytical experiments using a steel pipe with the same outer
shape and plate thickness as the steel pipe used in the steel
pipe bending experiments (outer diameter of 48 inches and a
plate thickness of 22 millimeters), while changing the posi-
tion of a local minimum in the waveform at a pitch of 150
millimeters within a range from 300 millimeters to 1050
millimeters near the circumferential welded portion. The
results of the experiments are indicated in the graph in FIG. 3.
The vertical axis in the graph in FIG. 3 represents a curvature
radius (meters), and the horizontal axis represents a distance
(millimeters) from a longitudinal end portion to the local
minimum. In the graph of FIG. 3, the results of the bending
experiments conducted on the actual pipes are also included.

Looking at the graph in FIG. 3, when the waveform had a
local minimum at the positions of 300 millimeters and 450
millimeters, the curvature radius causing the pipe to buckle
was near 37 meters. By contrast, when the waveform had a
local minimum within the range from 450 millimeters to 750
millimeters, buckling occurred at a larger curvature radius,
indicating a lower buckling resistance. 300 millimeters cor-
respond to 1.5A, 450 millimeters correspond to 2.26A, and
750 millimeters correspond to 3.86A. This experiment ana-
lytically demonstrated that, when the waveform has the local
minimum of 2.26A to 3.86A, the buckling resistance of the
portion is lower and, when the waveform has no minimum
within the range, the welded portion can achieve deformation
performance expected in the pipe base material.

Second Structure

A UOE steel pipe according to a second structure will now
be explained.

A pipeline is likely to buckle near a circumferential joint
due to the difference in the stiffness near the circumferential
welded portion. Buckling often occurs at a position further
away from the circumferential welded portion approximately
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by an initial buckling half-wavelength A determined by the
plate thickness and the outer diameter of the steel pipe. To
prevent buckling, the stiffness of the section in which the
pipeline is likely to buckle may be increased, or the dimen-
sional characteristics of the pipeline may be improved. How-
ever, when the stiffness of the position where buckling occurs
is increased, it merely changes the position where the pipeline
buckles, and the amount of bending deformation resulting
from buckling and the amount of strain at the buckled portion
remain the same. We therefore focused on the improvement
of dimensional characteristics, in particular, on the axial dis-
tribution of the outer shapes, among the dimensional charac-
teristics, as a factor more likely to affect buckling largely.

A UOE steel pipe is an example of a steel pipe having an
axial distribution of the outer shapes. The process of manu-
facturing a UOE steel pipe includes improving the circularity
of' the steel pipe by inserting dies into the pipe and repeating
expansion at a predetermined interval. The resultant outer
shape of the UOE steel pipe has larger-diameter portions and
smaller-diameter portions that are continuous, that is, a wav-
ing form in the longitudinal cross section. Such a UOE steel
pipe is likely to buckle at a region with a local minimum in the
waveform. When a pipeline achieved by welding steel pipes
together has a local minimum at a position at which buckling
is likely to occur, the subtle variation in the outside diameter
shape causes the pipeline to buckle, and as a result, the defor-
mation performance ofthe entire steel pipe becomes reduced.

We had an idea of flattening (so that there is no or little
change in the radial directions in the steel pipe) the portion
where buckling is likely to occur in the pipeline, as an
improvement of the dimensional characteristics. We then car-
ried out research on a relation between the length of the flat
portion and deformation performance by conducting an
experiment and an analysis in the same conditions with those
of the experiment using the finite element method, using an
exemplary steel pipe having an outer diameter of $48 inches
(1219 millimeters), a plate thickness of 22.0 millimeters, and
a length of 8000 millimeters, and provided with a circumfer-
ential welded portion at the longitudinal center, the circum-
ferential welded portion achieved by multi-pass weld with 11
passes (approximately 1.1to 2.0 kJ/mm) using the weld mate-
rial MG-570.

The result indicated that, the steel pipe with a flat portion
covering a range of approximately 400 millimeters from the
longitudinal end portion had a deformation performance
equivalent to that without any circumferential joint. While the
deformation performance of a steel pipe with a circumferen-
tial joint and no flat longitudinal end portions was 1.35 per-
cent in the 2De moving average strain (an index of bend
curvature representing the amount of compressive strain
causing buckling to occur with a gauge point set twice the
outer diameter De), the steel pipe with a flat portion approxi-
mately 400 millimeters (2)) or more indicated the perfor-
mance of 1.55 percent, allowing the inventors to confirm a
buckling resistance improvement of approximately 15 per-
cent.

In the explanation above, an exemplary steel pipe with an
outer diameter of ¢48 inches and a plate thickness of 22.0
millimeters was used, but the length of the flat portion might
change depending on the diameter or the plate thickness of the
steel pipe. We therefore conducted analytical experiments
using steel pipes with different diameters and plate thick-
nesses to look for a range in which buckling occurs, and found
that there was a correlation between a range in which the
buckling occurs and the initial buckling half-wavelength A of
the steel pipe. The initial buckling half-wavelength A of the
steel pipe can be calculated as 1.72V(De/2*t) (where De is the
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outer diameter of the pipe end, and t is the plate thickness of
the steel pipe), and the range in which buckling occurs can be
expressed as, using the initial buckling half-wavelength A of
the steel pipe, a range of 2A from the circumferential welded
portion in the longitudinal direction.

Based on these investigations, to improve the buckling
resistance of a pipeline made from UOE steel pipes welded
together in the axial direction, a range of 2A from the circum-
ferential welded portion can be made flat so that no local
minimum in the waveform is formed in any location at which
buckling is likely to occur, thereby reducing the likeliness of
the pipe buckling at the region, and causing the pipe to buckle
at the other regions. Because the other regions are steel pipe
base material portions away from the circumferential welded
portion, deformation performance of the entire pipeline is
defined by deformation performance expected in the steel
pipe base material.

Because it is impossible to achieve complete flatness on the
outer diameter of an actual pipe, we experimented with the
degree of flatness of the outer diameter where the advanta-
geous effect is achieved. As a result, we confirmed that, by
controlling the amount of variation observed in the longitu-
dinal cross section of the outer diameter to 0.02 percent or less
of the outer diameter of the steel pipe, an effect almost the
same as that achieved with complete flatness can be achieved.
In the explanation above, a UOE steel pipe was used as an
example of a steel pipe having an axial distribution of the
outer shapes, but the findings described above are not limited
to UOE steel pipes.

A specific structure of a UOE steel pipe according to the
second structure will now be explained. In the explanation
hereunder, a UOE steel pipe is used as an example of a steel
pipe having an axial distribution of the outer shapes.

Because the process of manufacturing a UOE steel pipe
includes a process of improving the precision of formation of
a steel pipe by inserting dies in the pipe and repeating expan-
sion at a predetermined interval, a waveform with a wave-
length of 2A and an amplitude of f is formed on the outer
surface of the resultant general UOE steel pipe 11 in the
longitudinal cross section, as illustrated in FIG. 5. If the
waveform has a local minimum within a range of approxi-
mately 2 from the end portions of the UOE steel pipe 11, the
buckling resistance is reduced.

The UOE steel pipe 2 is therefore shaped with a flat portion
2a covering a range of 2A from the end portions, as illustrated
in FIG. 4. Where A is the initial buckling half-wavelength of
the steel pipe, and A=1.72v(De/2*t) (where De is an outer
diameter of the pipe end, and t is a plate thickness of the UOE
pipe). The flat portion 2a is a portion in which the amount of
variation in the outer shape of the pipe is controlled to 0.02
percent or less of the steel pipe outer diameter.

An exemplary way to manufacture a UOE steel pipe 2 of
which each longitudinal end portion is provided with a flat
portion 2a is expanding the steel pipe with expander dies at a
shorter interval during the process of manufacturing the UOE
steel pipe. By using a shorter expander interval, the wave-
forms overlap each other so that the amplitude and the fre-
quency are both reduced. The way in which the flat portion 2a
is formed is not limited thereto, and may be done in any other
ways.

Because the UOE steel pipe 2 has the flat portion 2a cov-
ering a range of 2A from the corresponding longitudinal end
portion, there is no form that induces buckling in any location
where buckling resistance is likely to be low near the circum-
ferential welded portion, that is, within a range of 2A from the
corresponding longitudinal end portion so that buckling resis-
tance of the entire structure formed by circumferential weld-
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ing the end portions of a plurality of steel pipes can be
improved. Examples of a structure formed by circumferential
welding steel pipes include a pipeline, a steel pipe pile, and a
steel pipe sheet pile.

In the description above, a UOE steel pipe is used as an
example of a steel pipe having an axial distribution of the
outer shapes, but our pipes are not limited to UOE steel pipes,
and can achieve the same advantageous effects in any steel
pipe manufactured in any method.

Explained now are some results of steel pipe bending
experiments and analytical experiments to validate advanta-
geous effects achieved by the second structure.

Example
Steel Pipe Bending Experiment

In this experiment, a UOE steel pipe with an outer diameter
of'48 inches and a plate thickness of 22 millimeters was used.
Prior to the experiment, the shape of the outer surface of the
steel pipe was measured. The graph in FIG. 6 A illustrates the
distribution of shapes on the tested UOE steel pipe. The
vertical axis represents the pipe diameter (millimeters), and
the horizontal axis represents a position in the axial direction
(millimeters). In this experiment, the position of the circum-
ferential welded portion P of the UOE steel pipe S illustrated
in FIG. 6B was set to zero (millimeters) in the axial direction.

As illustrated in FIG. 6 A, waving of the outer surface was
observed in the tested UOE steel pipe. This waving shape isa
result of expansions with dies in the process of manufacturing
the UOE steel pipe. The frequency of the shape variation was
therefore near the frequency of the expansion, and all of the
amplitudes resulted from the mechanical expansion were
almost constant. On the tested steel pipe, the local minimum
in the waveform was found at a position approximately 550
millimeters from the circumferential welded portion of the
steel pipe.

FIG. 7A is a photograph indicating the result of a steel pipe
bending experiment. In this experiment, a bending moment
was applied to bend the steel pipe S that was initially straight,
thereby forming a buckled portion P1 near the circumferential
welded portion P, as illustrated in FIGS. 7B and 7C. Herein-
after, an “axial position” is determined with reference to the
circumferential welded portion P (=0). FIG. 8A is a graph of
the strain distribution at the time of buckling, and the vertical
axis represents a strain e (percent), and the horizontal axis
represents an axial position (millimeters) in the steel pipe.

InFIG. 8A, the tensile strain distribution represents a strain
distribution measured at a circumferential position of 6=0
degrees on the surface of the steel pipe S, as illustrated in FIG.
8B. The compressive strain distribution represents a strain
distribution measured at a circumferential position of 6=180
degrees on the surface of the steel pipe S. A uniform strain
distribution was observed before the pipe buckled. After the
pipe buckled, a prominent increase of compressive strain (the
large buckling surge at the position longitudinally +500 mil-
limeters from the circumferential welded portion illustrated
in FIG. 7A) was observed at the buckled region, as illustrated
in FIG. 8A.

Analytical Experiments

The result of the steel pipe bending experiment conducted
with the actual pipe demonstrated that the local minimum in
the waveform near the circumferential welded portion affects
how the steel pipe buckles. Based on this result, we conducted
analyses on a steel pipe with no local minimum in the wave-
form near the circumferential welded portion, while changing
the length of the flat region without a local minimum in the
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waveform. FIG. 9 is a graph indicating the analysis results.
The vertical axis represents a curvature radius (meters), and
the horizontal axis represents the length of the flat section
near the circumferential joint (millimeters).

As illustrated in FIG. 9, the result traced a curve reaching
the upper boundary at a flat portion length of approximately
400 millimeters. With no flat portion, the buckling resistance
was lower by 15 percent or so. With a flat portion with a length
of approximately 400 millimeters or more, a deformation
performance equivalent to that of a steel pipe without any
weld was achieved.

Based on this result, it was demonstrated that, given a flat
portion in a length of 400 millimeters or so, a steel pipe with
an outer diameter of $48 inches and a plate thickness of 22
millimeters can achieve a deformation performance equiva-
lent to that of a steel pipe material. As mentioned earlier, such
a length of the flat portion can change depending on the
diameter and the plate thickness of the pipe, and is correlated
with the initial buckling half-wavelength A of the steel pipe.
In the steel pipe with an outer diameter of $48 inches and the
plate thickness (22 millimeters), A is approximately 200 mil-
limeters.

From the graph provided in FIG. 9, reading of the length of
the flat portion ensuring sufficiently high deformation perfor-
mance stably is approximately 400 millimeters. In other
words, by providing a flat portion that is a region less likely to
buckle near the circumferential welded portion by a length
corresponding to the wavelength (2A) or more, the pipe buck-
les less in the area that has been originally likely to buckle,
and buckles in other regions. The “other regions™ are the steel
pipe base material portions away from the weld. When the
pipe is allowed to buckle in such regions, the deformation
performance of the entire pipeline is defined by the deforma-
tion performance expected in the pipe base material.

Explained above are selected examples, but the scope of
this disclosure is not limited in any way by the descriptions
and the drawings that are a part of the disclosure. For
example, one or both of the UOE steel pipe according to the
first structure and the UOE steel pipe according to the second
structure may be selected depending on the performance of
the facility used in shaping the UOE steel pipe, or the time of
manufacturing. For example, when a long time is required to
manufacture the UOE steel pipe according to the second
structure, the UOE steel pipe according to the first structure
may be manufactured instead. Other structures, examples,
and operation techniques achieved by those skilled in the art
or the like based on these structures all fall within the scope of
the appended claims.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

A UOE steel pipe with a structure with which improved
buckling performance can be formed, and a structure with
improved buckling performance can be provided.

5

10

15

20

25

40

45

50

12

The invention claimed is:

1. A UOE steel pipe used to form a structure by performing
butt circumferential welding and having an outside diameter
shape in a waveform in a longitudinal direction, wherein

the outside diameter shape in the waveform is an outer

shape with continuous larger-diameter parts and
smaller-diameter portions, and

minimum diameter parts of the smaller-diameter portions

are arranged outside a range of 2.26A to 3.86h where A is
an initial buckling half-wavelength of the UOE steel
pipe from both longitudinal end portions of the UOE
steel pipe.

2. The UOE steel pipe according to claim 1, wherein the
forming is performed by adjusting a longitudinal distance by
which expander dies are carried when expanding the UOE
steel pipe.

3. The UOE steel pipe according to claim 1, wherein the
forming is performed by cutting off the longitudinal end
portions.

4. The UOE steel pipe according to claim 1, wherein a flat
portion where a variation amount in a pipe diameter is equal
to or less than 0.02 percent of an outer diameter of the UOE
steel pipe is provided at least to a range of 2A from both
longitudinal end portions in the longitudinal direction, where
A is aninitial buckling halt-wavelength of the UOE steel pipe.

5. A structure formed by performing butt circumferential
welding to longitudinal end portions of a UOE steel pipe, the
UOE steel pipe having an outside diameter shape in a wave-
form in a longitudinal direction, wherein the outside diameter
shape in the waveform is an outer shape with continuous
larger-diameter parts and smaller-diameter portions, and

minimum diameter parts of the smaller-diameter portions

are arranged outside a range of 2.26A to 3.86h where A is
an initial buckling half-wavelength of the UOE steel
pipe from both longitudinal end portions of the UOE
steel pipe.

6. The structure according to claim 5, wherein the forming
is performed by adjusting a longitudinal distance by which
expander dies are carried when expanding the UOE steel
pipe.

7. The structure according to claim 5, wherein the forming
is performed by cutting off the longitudinal end portions.

8. The structure according to claim 5, wherein a flat portion
where a variation amount in a pipe diameter is equal to or less
than 0.02 percent of an outer diameter of the UOE steel pipe
is provided at least to a range of 2\ from both longitudinal end
portions in the longitudinal direction, where A is an initial
buckling half-wavelength of the UOE steel pipe.
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